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Welcome to the Manhattan Point Walkshop!

PROJECT BACKGROUND

WALKSHOP INTRODUCTION

A walkshop is a mobile public engagement workshop 
held on-location at the site of a future park, and which 
is intended to allow participants to experience the 
site firsthand, and learn more about its history, unique 

Please scan the QR code or visit getinvolved.kelowna.ca/manhattanpointpark to take the online survey.

features and context.  Participants are encouraged to 
share their ideas about features and amenities they 
would like to see incorporated into the design of the 
future park.

Manhattan Point Park is a 0.33 hectare (0.85 acre) 
waterfront park in Kelowna’s North End, and is one 
of the most westerly points in the entire city. It has 
spectacular panoramic views, and a natural sandy beach, 
although access is restricted by pre-existing concrete 
retaining walls. It is the terminus of a strong east-west 
axis along Bay Avenue through the former mill site and 
the North End neighbourhood.

The property was purchased by the City of Kelowna 
in 2004 and for more than a decade the unimproved 
park was open to the public, with access to the pier, 
beach and lake. In 2017 and 2018 the pier, wharf and 
retaining walls were significantly damaged by flooding, 

and the park had to be closed for safety reasons. In 
2023 temporary shoreline stabilization measures were 
installed to mitigate against beach erosion resulting 
from the flood damage.

Manhattan Park is classified as a City-Wide Park, which 
is defined as having special recreational, environmental 
or cultural significance, and being of sufficient 
importance that it attracts people from across the city, 
as well as tourists.1

1 “Kelowna Park Classifications,” City of Kelowna Parks Master Plan (2022)
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What is a Walkshop, anyway?
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SITE HISTORY: 1880 - 1900
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1892
Land Registered for 

Kelowna Townsite

This land has been home to the syilx people since time immemorial. Only in the mid-1800s, with the 
arrival of European miners and ranchers to the region, did agriculture and development begin in what 
is now known as downtown Kelowna.
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SITE HISTORY: 1900 - 1945
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1910
Kill Kare Kottage: DeHart 

Vacation home / tea house

+/-1900
Camp Rd. laid out

1945
Camp Rd. renamed Manhattan 

Drive by F. R. E. DeHart

1906
23 lots sold by A. B. Knox  / 

Okanagan Fruit & Land Company 
to Kelowna residents for vacation 

cottages / summer residences

1930
Mill site established

CURRENT EXTENT 
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POINT PARK

By 1900, Manhattan Point (then known as Knox Point) was still considered to be distant and removed 
from the downtown area. With the city’s population boom between 1908 and 1911, the remoteness and 
beautiful beaches of the point began to attract residents seeking refuge in cottages and summer homes. 
The quickly-expanding Kelowna soon saw the introduction of a mill and rail line, but it remained a cottage-
oriented neighborhood well into the mid-20th century.
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CITY CONTEXT
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SITE INVENTORY
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ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS & 
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Natural sand beach / substrate 
due to historical sediment 
movement, related to Brandt’s 
Creek and history as a wetland 
ecosystem

Rip rap point installed in 2023 to 
mitigate against ongoing erosion. 
Rip rap and retaining walls have low 
habitat value but revegetation can 
create shade and food sources to 
enhance habitat value

Floater mussels observed 
during past survey work, 
indicating potential for 
presence of other native 
mussel species

The entire site presents ample 
opportunity for ecological restoration 
balanced with enhanced public access 
to the water
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SITE ANALYSIS 1:2500
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Why here?

2040 OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN

NORTH END PLAN PHASE 2 VISIONING & OBJECTIVES

IMAGINE KELOWNA

POLICY CONTEXT

The property was acquired for the purpose of 
creating a public park and, in doing so, advancing 
several goals and objectives established in 
guiding policy documents for both the North End 
community and the larger city, including:

Policy 10.1.4: Park Acquisition Targets
•	 Provide a standard of 0.6ha to 1.0ha of City-wide parks per 1,000 new population.

Objective 10.3: Ensure parks reflect their unique natural and cultural context
•	 The park is situated at the City’s most westerly point north of City Park, and offers 

panoramic views of the lake and mountains.

Objective 10.4: Increase public access to water
•	 Addresses multiple policies, including providing public access to water, activating 

the waterfront, protecting the waterfront from climatic events through shore 
protection measures, and balancing the need for public amenities on the 
waterfront with ecological needs.

Objective: Parks and Recreation
•	 Provide more parks and green space to serve growing neighbourhood, core area, 

and city-wide populations. 
•	 Increase access to the waterfront through expanded parks and public spaces and 

connect them with a continuous waterfront pathway.
•	 Prioritize active recreation in the lake, including swimming and non-motorized 

boats.

Goal: Preserve Okanagan Lake as a shared resource
•	 Throughout the Imagine Kelowna process, participants expressed overwhelming 

support for balancing recreational and quality of life opportunities with 
environmental protection, water quality and public access to and ownership of the 
waterfront.

Photo: Ben Walker


