
The City of Kelowna recognizes the proposed project is on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the syilx/Okanagan 

people. We would like to express our gratitude for the collaboration 
and sharing of knowledge.

Welcome
Commonwealth Road – Jim Bailey Road Connection

Open House



Project overview
With the planned connection of  Commonwealth Road to Jim Bailey Road, the City is completing a preliminary design to 
better understand what improvements are needed.

Study area
Commonwealth Road from the west edge of Middle Vernon Creek to east 
of Jim Bailey Road, including the proposed intersection.

Project benefits
	X Having a second road to access 

the area will improve emergency 
access and reduce congestion on 
Beaver Lake Rd  

	X New sidewalks, bicycle infrastructure, 
pedestrian crossings and street trees 
on Commonwealth Road

	X Water and sewer services to 
existing and future properties along 
Commonwealth 

	X Enable development opportunities in 
the area

Commonwealth Road Preliminary Design
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Commonwealth Road Preliminary Design



Concept development process

The preliminary design for Commonwealth Road has been developed based on input from community members in 
2024, traffic volumes, future development projections, and to fit within the existing property lines.

Understand community priorities 
Spring and summer 2024

	X Livability and safety for residents
	X Improved sidewalks, bike lanes and 

crossings
	X Access to properties on 

Commonwealth Road
	X Increased road capacity to 

accommodate potential traffic 
volume from future development

	X Heavy vehicle (trucks) access to the 
Jim Bailey Industrial Area

	X Emergency access

	X Works within existing property lines

Develop options
Winter 2024/2025

	X Developed multiple options 
for the Commonwealth 
Road – Jim Bailey Road 
intersection

	X Developed multiple potential 
options for Commonwealth 
Road

Present options
Spring 2025

	X The draft concepts were 
narrowed down to the option 
that works best within the 
limited space available.

	X This option is being 
presented to the community 
for feedback.

We are here



Multi-use path on the north side of the road for 
walking and biking

Sidewalk on the south side of the road 

A treed boulevard with streetlights separates the 
multi-use path and sidewalk from traffic

Noise wall on the south side where it will reduce 
traffic noise for residents

Left-turn lanes at property access roads where 
possible

Pedestrian and cyclist crossing
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	X Fits within the City’s property lines

	X The multi-use path on the north side is easy for 
Meadowbrook Estate residents to access, and 
connects to the Rail Trail and a future pedestrian and 
cyclist crossing over Middle Vernon Creek

	X Separating the multi-use path from the road increases 
safety for cyclists and pedestrians

	X The narrow roadway accommodates trucks while 
encouraging slower traffic speeds

	X Inclusion of trees and noise protection
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Commonwealth Road
Preliminary design

Why this concept?

Features



Commonwealth Road – Jim Bailey Road Intersection

What do you like about this design?

Leave a sticky note with an explanation below. 
Add a dot to any comments you agree with.

What do you think should be improved?

Leave a sticky note with an explanation below. 
Add a dot to any comments you agree with.



Commonwealth Road – Jim Bailey Road Intersection
Preliminary design

Traffic signal

Safe pedestrian and cyclist crossings are aligned 
with the Rail Trail 

Noise wall

Sidewalk

Multi-use path

Ability to add a road to the south of the 
intersection in the future12
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Commonwealth Road

Jim Bailey Road

	X Accommodates projected traffic volumes in the 
future

	X Boulevards and crossings make it safer and more 
comfortable to walk or bike

	X Supports development within OKIB and Jim Bailey 
industrial lands

Why this concept?

Features
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Commonwealth Road – Jim Bailey Road Intersection

What do you like about this design?

Leave a sticky note with an explanation below. 
Add a dot to any comments you agree with.

What do you think should be improved?

Leave a sticky note with an explanation below. 
Add a dot to any comments you agree with.



Next Steps

This preliminary design will provide a foundation for the upcoming detailed design phase. It will also inform the 
Commonwealth Road MOU agreement between Okanagan Indian Band, City of Kelowna, and District of Lake Country.

Community engagement is taking place throughout the design process

Concept 
Generation and 

Evaluation

Preliminary 
Design and Final 

Report

Detailed Design 
and Field 

Investigations
Construction

Spring 2023 to 
Fall 2024

Winter to Spring 
2025

Spring 2025 Summer 2025 to 
Fall 2026

Tentatively 2027

Feedback gathered through this open house, the online survey, community meetings and conversations with Locatees 
will be used to refine and finalize the preliminary design to ensure it meets the needs of OKIB Members, local businesses 
and residents. 

We are here

Stay tuned for project updates and take the survey:
getinvolved.kelowna.ca/commonwealth-road

Complete Next steps Future Future

Existing 
and Future 
Conditions



Northern Boundary 
Memorandum of Understanding

Over the years, staff and councils of OKIB, District of Lake Country and City of Kelowna governments have 
met to discuss several issues related to important health, safety and infrastructure improvements. In 2022, a  
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was announced to document the shared interest and commitment to 
working together on several shared priorities.

The Commonwealth Road project is one of nine proposed agreements that are part of this Memorandum of 
Understanding. These agreements aim to resolve:

	X Improving water supply, water quality, wastewater 
treatment and fire flows for OKIB lands

	X Access and services to OKIB lands on east side of 
Duck Lake

	X Upgrading and extension of Commonwealth Road
	X Issues with Beaver Lake Road right of way 

ownership, capacity and condition

	X Water supply issues between Kelowna and Lake 
Country

	X Short-term and long-term sewage disposal for Lake 
Country

	X Transfer of Rail Line corridor into the Reserve
	X Rail Trail gap between Kelowna and Lake Country



Hwy 97/Commonwealth Intersection

Commonwealth Road

Sewer Service Agreement

Boundary Agreement 

Protection of CN Rail Corridor (Rail Trail)

Water and Sewer Service Agreement

Beaver Lake Rd. Upgrade

Bulk Water Service Agreement
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A Transfer Ownership of Water Transmission Main

Responsible: CoK, OKIB
Objective: Connecting Hwy 97 to Jim Bailey Rd through 
Commonwealth Rd, upgrading Commonwealth Rd to an 
arterial standard within CoK Right of Way. 

Responsible Entity: MOTI Responsible: MoTT
Objective: Interim and long-term improvements as rec-
ommended in the 2022 Highway 97 - Lake Country Plan-
ning Study

Responsible: DoLC, CoK
Objective: Proposed minor boundary adjustment for the 
two properties west of the Okanagan Rail Trail and north of 
Beaver Lake Road from Kelowna into Lake Country bound-
ary.

Responsible: CoK, OKIB, DoLC
Objective: Extension of the Okanagan Rail Trail through 
OKIB Reserve land, formerly on CN Right of Way, requir-
ing transfer of CN Rail land to Crown Land held for OKIB.

Responsible: CoK, OKIB
Objective: Water and sewer provided by CoK to all lands 
with IR7, consistent with all other CoK customers. Each 
property can choose whether they connect to sewer, water, 
or both.

Responsible: CoK, DoLC, OKIB
Objective: Upgrading Beaver Lake Rd from Hwy 97 to Jim 
Bailey Rd to an arterial standard. 

Responsible: CoK, DoLC
Objective: DoLC to supply water to CoK to distribute to 
OKIB and other non-reserve lands with set conditions for 
capacity charges and for daily demand usage fees.
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Responsible: CoK, DoLC
Objective: Will allow DoLC to discharge treated wastewa-
ter from their treatment facility into the Kelowna sanitary 
sewer system for a 10-yr period.
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Responsible: CoK, OKIB, DoLC
Objective: Resolve DoLC water pipeline trespass on OKIB 
lands to support continued use and access.  

North Boundary Collaboration
Ministry of Transportation and Transit (MoTT)

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
City of Kelowna (CoK), Okanagan Indian Band (OKIB) and the District of Lake Country (DoLC)
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North Boundary Collaboration MOU Proposed Agreements


